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Out with the old; in with the new

Homecoming: Worth the wet?
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   Halloween hits Jericho!
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-Jericho High School campus and student managment systems updated this year

HOME IMPROVEMENT :  Jericho High School’s
new electronic announcement board is up and
running, reminding community members of
school related events.

By Rachel Silverman
From a revamped side circle

to the implementation of Power
School, new additions can be noticed
on the interior and exterior of Jericho
High School this year.

As students, parents and
staff enter the campus, they are
greeted by a refurbished electronic
sign and a newly designed side circle
with additional parking spots.

The high school website has
also been spruced up with a new
student-designed banner and news
briefs featured by the JerEcho staff.
Starting this year, the high school
newspaper is online.  Printed copies
will no longer be available.

“With the help of the video
announcements,” said  English
teacher Mellene Hederian, “I’m
hoping the readership of the
newspaper increases.”

In addition, the attendance
system used by teachers and
administrators in the past, e-class,
has been replaced with Power
School, a more comprehensive
program which provides teachers
with access to important student
information.

According to Assistant
Principal Maureen Appiarius, the
announcement board outside of our

school was refurbished this
past summer.

“I think the board looks
good and it makes the
appearance of our school look
better,” said sophomore
Danielle Margolis. The
Superintendent’s secretary Rita
Dolce is in charge of changing
what appears on the electronic
board.

The additional parking
along the side circle is also a very
noticable update to our school
this year. According to Appiarius,
the side circle was changed
because it will now be a safer
traffic pattern.

Principal Joe Prisinzano
said that these new parking spots
are for visitors. He also said the

new design will make it easier for
parents when signing students out
from school in the attendance
office.

“There’s a lot less traffic
in the morning,” says sophomore
Bridget Bortnick.

Less noticable to the eye,
but used on a daily basis is Power
School, which teachers were
informed about and trained to use
on Superintendent Conference
day, the day before classes
started.

Teachers report that it took
them a few days to adjust to the
new attendance system.
“I liked the other program better
because it had more friendly
features and it booted up more
quickly, but I’ll get used to it,” said
Italian teacher Louise Bozzo.

Social studies teacher
Peter Devlin said that Power
School is not as convenient as the
old system because it doesn’t work
as nicely.

“Change is always a
challenge,” said Appiarius, “but
the transition was smooth.”

“Taking attendance on the
first few days was slow but now
most of my teachers are used to it
already,” said sophomore Brittany-
Lee Goldstein.

BE OUR GUEST, BE OUR GUEST:
The side circle of the high school features more
parking to accommodate visitors.
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By Kelsey Gittler
       There’s only one weekend
a year  when s tudents  and
fami l ies  in  Jer icho uni te  to
celebrate Homecoming. This
festive, scholastic event is always
animated with l ights,  music,
laughter and fun. 

Crowds pour  in  and
always seem to stay for hours,
making i t  d i f f icul t  to f ind a
parking spot.  Students can’t wait
to be dropped off  wi th their
fr iends to play their favorite
games and go on every r ide
possible.  

However,  the weather
didn’t cooperate this year. 

After being postponed
due to the original weekend’s
poor  weather  condi t ions,
Homecoming still wasn’t able to
satisfy.  Anyone who attended
this year can tell you how unusual
it was.

‘The weather
complicated our plans,” said
Ass is tant  Pr inc ipa l  Joan
Rosenberg. “But those who did
attend had a great time.”

While clubs such as Kids
Helping Pets, National Honor
Society, and Drama Club braved
the bad weather to raise funds,
various community service clubs
did not meet the required amount
for their specific organizations.

Student Action Movement
member Julie Gold attended the
rainy Homecoming celebration
trying to sell temporary tattoos to
raise funds for her club.

“The tattoos are geared
mostly toward little kids,”she said.
“It’ s been a big hit in the past, but
most of the people at the carnival
were just  o ther  h igh school
students selling for other clubs. I
think the bad weather made it hard

for  a  lo t  o f  people to  se l l
because a lot less people showed
up.”

Those who did come said
they were shocked when they
drove in and witnessed a half
empty park ing lo t .  I t  was
apparent that something was
peculiar when the rides weren’t
operating. The skies were dark
and cloudy and the rough wind
was blowing viciously.

While the rides didn’t
get  much use,  each student
council did make a beautiful
float.  Following the theme of
wor ld  cu l tures,  the c lasses
created co lor fu l  f loats
representing Ireland, Jamaica,
China, and Italy.

Not your usual Homecoming

RAIN DROPS ARE FALLING  ON MY HEAD:
This year Homecoming goers had to endure heavy
winds and drizzles, and not many kids went on the
rides.

RAIN OR SHINE:
Student  Counci l  members
toughed it out on Homecoming
this year even during rough winds
and rain.

Staff and Contributors:
 Kelli Aibel, Kerri Arfa,

Christina Chen,Boram Choi,
Jonathan Davis, Sammy DeBello,

Taylor Fischer, Helena Fistel,
Lexi Garay,Kelsey Gittler,

Emily Gordon,Cindy Hassan,
Irene Hsiung, Glenn Hyams,
Rachel John, Marissa  Karen,
Taylor Katz, Seth Kornfeld,
Jarret Leist, Jenna Levine,

Matthew Marber,
Samantha Ostrow,

Amanda Ritter, Steven Rothstein,
Charles Rubenfeld, Brett Schumer,

Rachel Silverman, Ariel Strobel,
Robert Wu

Policy:

As a school sponsored publica-
tion, JerEcho must adhere to
the same basic standards and
values that govern all school-
wide publications and activi-

ties. As a school district
we fundamentally believe that
all individuals and groups in

our diverse society are entitled
to respect and understanding.
Every attempt will be made to

present information in a
balanced fashion. Therefore,

while it may be appropriate for
a school newspaper to express

controversial opinions in a
reasoned and respectful

manner, it is inappropriate and
unacceptable to include

articles or columns which (1)
use inappropriate language

including curses or derogatory
slang or (2) intentionally or
unintentionallly denigrate

individulas or groups based
upon race, religion, sex,

physical appearance, sexual
preference, economic class,

etc. As noted above, these are
the same basic standards the
high school administration
uses to evaluate all school
publications and activites.

   Advisor:
    Ms. Mellene Hederian
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Giant step for mankind: fr eshman transition
By Marissa Karen

A smooth transition from
middle school can help prepare high
school freshmen to successfully
adapt to the rigorous expectations
ahead of them. To help students
make this transit ion, the
administration holds a freshman
orientation day prior to the first day
of school. After receiving their
schedules and locker numbers,
freshmen participate in a scavenger
hunt in order to make certain that
they know the location of each
class.

“This procedure helps the
kids because they become more
comfortable to enter school on the
first day once they know who their
teachers will be and which friends
will be in their classes,” said High
School Administrative Intern
Melanie Kaplan.

School off icials say
freshman orientation al lows
children to familiarize themselves
with their new environment,
without the distraction and stress
of hundreds of other students
surrounding them. In addition,
freshman can have small intimate
discussions with upperclassmen if
they have concerns.

“I ’m really happy the
school had an orientation day
because on the first day of school

I was not so confused and lost,”
said Jessica Sklar.

For some students, it ’s
taking time to adjust to their day
starting with period 3, instead of
period 1.

“On the first day of school,
I kept mixing up when I have each
class depending on the period,”
stated Julie Pliskin. “I went to the
cafeteria period 5, when I really
have lunch period 7.”

Several freshmen reported
that having an older sibling in the
high school has helped them adjust
to their new surroundings and gain
the respect of older kids. “I wasn’t
nervous to come into high school
because I have a brother who is in

11th grade who I knew would
protect me,” said Lexi Entel.

While freshmen report
enjoying the privileges of entering
high school, the many differences
from middle school are taking some
of them by surprise.

“I could not believe that the
tables were so small in the
cafeteria,” said Zoe Kanterman.
“All of my friends couldn’t even fit
together!”

“I’m going to miss being the
oldest in the school,” said Leah
Reisman. “Although I am looking
forward to a change, I am not
thrilled about being the youngest
class.”

It happened one night: Back to School
By Kerr i  Ar fa,  Amanda
Ritter , and Cindy Hassan

Parents  and s tudents
switched places on the evening
of Thursday, September 24th for
Jericho High School’s Back to
School  Night .   Hundreds of
parents  f looded the ha l ls
following their children’s daily
schedules to hear 10-minute
presentations about what their
chi ldren are learning in each
class.

Parents  descr ibed the
evening as “overwhelming and
exciting,” as they experienced
first-hand the speed and rigor of
a high school student’s day.

“Back to School Night is
the best chance for our parents
to see the great education we
provide in Jericho,” said Principal
Joe Prisinzano.  “I am excited to
give the parents an opportunity
to see the great things students
do in class.”

“It’ s a good opportunity
to  connect  the k ids,  to  the
parents, to us,” said Assistant
Principal Maureen Appiarius.

Curriculum Associates
Dan Salzman and Helene
Kriegstein appreciate Back to
School Night’s high energy and
agree that it provides “back and
forth communication.”

Presentat ions var ied,
parents said, from experiments
to visual presentations. Spanish
teacher Lucia Alonso said that
she loves meeting the parents
and it helps her understand the
students better.

Technology teacher
David Herbert said his favorite
aspect of Back to School Night
isn’t meeting parents for the first
time, but catching up with those
he already knows.

According to teachers,
they were asked to create an

interesting, fun lesson to show
the parents  what  could be
expected everyday.

The parents we spoke to
had a positive outlook on the
night and felt that presentations
were in format ive.  “The
atmosphere of high school seems
very fast-paced and motivating,
as wel l  as chal lenging and

engaging, ”  sa id  parent  Joy
DeBello.

 “I learned about what
teachers require and how the
grades work and what ’s
expected of my children,” said
parent Randi Liebenthal.

   Top ten things that Top ten things that Top ten things that Top ten things that Top ten things that stinkstinkstinkstinkstink  about being a freshman... about being a freshman... about being a freshman... about being a freshman... about being a freshman...
10.There’s no good real estate in the cafeteria.
9. You don’t know which bathrooms are the nicest.
8. You have much more homework than you had in middle school.
7. You’re the youngest in the school.
6. You probably got lost on your first day.
5. You have gym with older kids.
4. You don’t receive varsity release for being on a varsity team.
3. You don’t “know the ropes” yet.
2. You feel insecure around older students.
1. Basically everything.

The schedule parents
followed included a five minute
break in between classes, as
compared to the four minutes built
into the regular school day. Even
wi th  the addi t ional  minute,
parents were especially surprised
how quickly students have to
move to get from class to class.

Students from National
Honor Society directed parents
around the building and helped
them find their rooms.

“Back to School Night
shows parents what we do in our
everyday lives and gives them a
chance to  exper ience new
th ings, ”  sa id  jun ior  Tay lor
Micelotta.

During a student’s lunch
per iod or  f ree per iod,  the
administration team is available
for individual conversation with
parents in the student cafeteria,
where refreshments were served.

IN IT TOGETHER:
“It’ s a good opportunity
to connect the kids, to
the parents, to us,” said
Assistant  Pr inc ipal
Maureen Appiarius.

See p. 8 for a senior’ s
advice to freshmen.

Many 10th graders are
happy to pass the torch to the
“newbies.”

“I am more knowledgeable
about all aspects of life and taken
more seriously now because I’m
not looked at as the new girl who
everyone has to pick on,” said
sophomore Sarah Ehrlich.

The advice is simple,
according to Keli Aibel:  “Don’t
wait to do things at the last
minute.”
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By Samantha Ostrow
What do students at Jericho High

School struggle with the most throughout their
day? Is it AP calculus? Studying for the
SATs? No, it’s walking from class to class
through extremely crowded hallways.

Just how bad is it?
With the largest student body we’ve

had in years, students traveling from the
social studies wing to another class beyond
the ‘T’ have little chance of being on time,
students say.

Students and teachers say they are
facing diff iculty navigating through the
hallways because there are so many people
and not enough space, especially with the
oversized backpacks many students carry.

“I think it’ s ridiculous. They should
knock down a wal l  and bui ld  another
hallway,” said junior Jordyn Mitzman.

With only four minutes to travel to
their next classes, some of which are on the
opposite end of the school, students are in a
rush. “The traffic makes it very difficult to
get to class,” said psychology teacher Judy
Ornstein, “The social studies wing and the
‘T’  are rough. And the stairways.”

“When trying to turn the corner at the
Learning Center and get to a lab for 5th period,
I feel like the whole school is traveling the
same path,” said English teacher Mellene
Hederian.

Freshman Michel le  Wi lner  and
science teacher Dr. John Sausa agree that
the hall traffic is a challenge.  The ‘T’, the
critical intersection on the second floor by
the Learning Center, is the most crowded
spot in the school, students say.

Some th ink the f reshmen are
primarily to blame. “It’s their first year here,
and they don’t know where to go,” said junior

Ashley Talve. But, Dr. Sausa said it’s the
students having conversations that cause the
traffic.

“W ith 1,250 students in the high
school ,  some of  the ha l lways become
crowded at certain times,” said Assistant
Principal Joan Rosenberg. “We encourage
students to use staircases that may not be as

High student count crowds halls

centrally located and use alternate routes to
arrive at their classrooms.”

Rosenberg’s solution is consistent
with Prisinzano’s solution when asked about
this problem in previous years. When asked
about the hallway traffic in 2007, Prisinzano
advised students to take alternative routes to
get to class such as cutting through the
student cafeteria.

PACKED LIKE SARDINES:  Students struggle to get to class as
they turn the corner near the Learning Center and student cafeteria. Se-
nior Jesse Aronica said, “This hallway is ridiculous.  You have to get
lucky.”

Jericho learns on SMARTboard
By Brett Schumer

To improve inst ruct ion and
communicat ion,  a  course management
system, Blackboard, has been implemented
in Jericho Schools starting in February 2009.

Teachers are requi red to  post  a
course outline for each course they teach and
their homework assignments for each of their
classes everyday.

 Administrators say electronic access
to assignments ensures cont inui ty in a
student’s education.

 While some teachers only satisfy the
requirement, others explore the additional
interactive features of Blackboard such as
blogs, announcements, external links and
grades.

“It’ s great because students can keep
a tally on their own grade,” said Forensics
teacher Angela Cancemi. “Also, if a student
misses their homework, it is extremely helpful
because they can access it online.”

Chemistry teacher Theone Rinaudo is
an avid user of BlackBoard. She posts
announcements and course documents, sends
email reminders, and uses the discussion
board and the journal feature. “Not only does
it allow students to access materials at all

times, it also creates a sense of responsibility
for their work.”

“I only post the course outline and
homework on Blackboard,” said English
teacher  Mel lene Heder ian.  “ I  haven’ t
explored its other features yet.”

Social studies teacher Judy Ornstein
said she is happy that when students are
absent, they can “get the homework and can
have it for class the next day.”

Several students enjoy the interactive
features of Blackboard, as well.

Blackboard: not just for hw anymore

“I love that I can check my grades
on Blackboard and I can see what I am
getting in my classes,” said junior Renee
Kiviat. “It is also helpful that I can rely on
Blackboard to check my homework if I forgot
to write something down.”

 “I can check my average and see
how I am doing week by week,” junior Nicole
Rothman said. “This way, my grades don’t
come as a huge surprise for me when I get
my report card.”

“Not only does it allow stu-
dents to access materials at
all times, it also creates a
sense of responsibility for
their work,” said Chemistry
teacher Theone Rinaudo, an
avid Blackboard user.
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High student count crowds halls
By Rachel John

Despite how chilly October 18th was
at  Jones Beach,  p lenty  o f  women and
supporters walked together in unity to raise
money and awareness for breast cancer.

Pink posters adorned the hallways of
Jericho High School in October for National
Breast  Cancer  Awareness month.  The
students involved in spreading awareness for
breast cancer are members of Jericho’s Blue
Key Club.  The Blue Key Club is involved in
charit ies including the Susan B. Komen
Breast Cancer Foundation and the John
Theissen Children’s Foundation.

“The main goals of Blue Key Club are
basically to give back to the community,” said
Blue Key Officer Lauren Kobren. Every
year, the Blue Key Club participates in many
charity events including a holiday toy drive,
wheelchair basketball event, senior citizen
prom and the Jones Beach Making Strides
Against Breast Cancer Walk.

Making St r ides Against  Breast
Cancer is an organization created by the
American Cancer Society. This national
organization supports the annual fundraising
walk that usually takes place in October.  As
a national event, the Making Strides Walk
takes place in over 130 cities in America;
including 20 walks in New York alone.
Depending on the location, the distance of
the Making Strides Walk has a range of 5
kilometers (3.1 miles) to 5 miles.

All of the money raised for this walk
is donated to the American Cancer Society
to fund cancer research. “Supporting women
who are breast cancer survivors, or walking
in memory of someone who didn’t make it, is
a fantast ic  way to  ra ise money and
awareness for continuing research in the
field,” said Carol Reisman, Blue Key Co-
Coordinator.

Nationwide, fundraising efforts have
reached in the multi-million level annually. In
2007, the Making Strides Walk raised more
than $50 million for breast cancer research.
“Blue Key/Breast Cancer Awareness Club
has been attending Making Strides for several
years and our  s tudents have col lected
donations of over thousands and thousands
of dollars,” said Mary Jo Moriarty, Blue Key
Co-Coordinator.

Though the Blue Key Club is mainly
involved in the annual breast cancer walk,
anyone is eligible to participate. “It is a very
rewarding thing to do, especially when you
see troops of women walking who have
banners or shirts that show that they have
fal len v ic t im to breast  cancer or  have
survived,” said Kobren

Why should anyone participate?  “It’s
encouraging to see how much progress has
been made since then, and walking for the
cause is one very effective way to keep the
hope for a cure alive,” said Reisman.

By Christina Chen
Interact ive SMART Boards have

been making the i r  way in to  Jer icho
classrooms for over the past three years. First
introduced by  curriculum associates who
used them  for presentations, SMART Boards
are being installed in classrooms all over the
distr ict.  In fact,  according to Assistant
Superintendent Barbara Bauer, there are
currently 47 of them in the high school.

“ In the beginning, I  was a l i t t le
intimidated by it,” said math teacher Ellen
Deutsch. “But as I became more comfortable
with it, I’m beginning to appreciate it.”

High School Principal Joe Prisinzano
added, “SMART Boards can be a great
benefit to students, especially when students
are interacting with the board.”

Some students appreciate it and say
SMART Boards are helpful during class
because they are easier to write on and the
writing is easier to see.

Students also say activities can be
pulled up more quickly with them, as opposed
to using the traditional projector. There is also
no chalk residue left on the board when
information is erased.

 “It ’ s better for the teachers who
have asthma because they don’t have to use
the chalk,” freshman Jennifer Ly added.

Teachers agree that SMART Boards
have many uses and applications. They are
good for planning lessons and having many
resources at hand. There is also no need to
rewr i te notes as they can be saved on
SMART Board. It is helpful in the teaching
of  geometry,  a  new course.  Geometry
teachers say that  the presentat ion of
geometry concepts is now made easier with
the use of Geometer Sketchpad, a math
program.

On the other hand, some are noticing
the negative aspects of SMART Board. Some
students feel that it is complicated to use and
a waste of time.  Students and teachers say
that patience is needed to learn how to use
the SMART Board.

Spanish teacher Rachael Hernandez
said that there is “a learning curve” when
trying to use it, and that time and energy must
be put forth in this task.

Technica l  prob lems a lso ar ise,
according to students and teachers.  Students
have reported instances when the SMART
Boards would not turn on at first.

Students report there is “a lag” in the
markers and erasers. When one brushes
against the board inadvertently, he may
perform some actions that were not intended,
and only one person can write on the board
at a time.

Some teachers feel that although the
SMART Board is very beneficial, they also
need to utilize their chalkboards.

Deutsch would like to be able to use
the full chalkboard in addition to the SMART
Board, but the one in her room is installed in
the center of the chalkboard.

“I love that the SMART Board in
room 246 is over to the right,”said English
teacher Mellene Hederian.

So was it worth it to install these
interactive boards into so many classrooms?
Freshman Nicolle Chumsky thinks it was.
“SMART Boards are a great  invent ion
because they speed up the process of
learning.”

Jericho learns on SMARTboard

Battling breast cancer one step at a time

DENIM DA Y
By Kerri Arfa
Faculty and Staff wore jeans for a
cause on Friday, October 2nd for
“Lee National Denim Day.” Accord-
ing to English teacher Trish Gulitti,
the school district raised a sum of
$1,250 for the cause, $600 of which
was raised by the high school alone.
All proceeds go to Breast Cancer
Research.

“SMAR T Boards can be a
great benefit to students, es-
pecially when students are
interacting with the board,”
said Pr incipal  Joe
Prisinzano.
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Jericho has spooktacular Halloween
By Kerri Arfa

With Halloween falling on a Satur-
day this year, Jericho students dressed in
costume a day early to express their Hal-
loween spirit in school.

On Friday, October 30th, students
dressed up in pairs, large groups or went solo
wearing outrageous and creative costumes
ranging from Tinkerbell to the late pitchman
Billy Mays.

“I like Halloween because I can ex-
press myself. I love dressing up,” said junior
Dani Ben-Moshe. “It’s fun to get candy and
go to parties.”

If you walked through the halls on
Friday, you may have noticed Tom Cruise
from the 80’s movie Risky Business, Gandhi,
or a pirate or two. Groups of students dressed
as pigs in a blanket, superheroes, and balle-
rinas.  Even teachers took part in the fun as
Engl ish teachers Ken Darr and Nadine
Bouler came to school in costumes, as well.

“It is the one day of the year that I
can wear whatever I want and express my
ind iv idual i ty, ”  sa id  jun ior  Tay lor
Schwartzberg.  “I also enjoy seeing other
creative costumes.”
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By Steven Rothstein
     It is rare when one story can be shared
and appreciated among all ages.  It is even
rarer when three versions of the same story
are written in order to target all age groups.

The Jer icho School  Dis t r ic t  is
current ly  spreading awareness of  the
profound and inspiring story found in Three
Cups of Tea, Greg Mortenson’s memoir,
which depicts his failed attempt to reach the
summit of K2, the second largest mountain
in the world.  After fail ing to reach the
summit, Mortenson ended up in Korphe,
Pakistan, which changed his life and the lives
of countless others.

During his stay in Korphe, Mortenson
encountered a group of children with sticks
drawing in the dirt, trying to learn. In his
gratitude to the villagers who nursed him
back to health, he promised that he would
build them proper schools—and that he did.

There are three versions of the book:
one for students in elementary school, another
for those in middle school, and the original
New York Times Bestseller designed for high
school students through adults.

According to English Curriculum
Associate Dan Salzman, the Jericho School
District has obtained enough copies so that
every student in the district can have access
to a version relative to his or her school level.
      Salzman said the book is now being

implemented on all levels of the district. The
elementary schools are making i t  their
November Book of the Month, the middle
school is applying it to its BRAVE program,
and the h igh school  is  making i t  the
community project of the Senior Experience
program.

“One of the main goals in the Senior
Exper ience is  to  see how the average
individual can change society.  Three Cups
of Tea seemed like the perfect fit,” said

English teacher Nadine Bouler. Students in
her class this year have spread Mortensen’s
message to younger children by reading the
children’s version with elementary school
students.

“A  second grader, a seventh grader,
an eleventh grader, and parents can all sit
and talk about the same book,”  said Salzman.

Horrified by the lack of education for
students with such an enthusiasm for learning,
Mortenson sought to raise enough money to
build schools in Pakistan and Afghanistan. At
only $12,000 per school, the task still proved
to be a challenge. Despite this obstacle,
Mortenson co-founded the Central Asia
Institute (CAI), designed to provide education
in these areas.
  Mor tenson’s  effor ts  u l t imate ly
encouraged Pennies for Peace, a program in
which students collect pennies that will go
towards providing school suppl ies and
mater ia ls  to  those in  Pakis tan and
Afghanistan.

By Sammy DeBello
To improve the traffic flow in the side

circle and to maintain a safe, structured
environment,  Jer icho High School  has
adopted a new security system for the 2009-
2010 school year.

Superintendent Hank Grishman said
that the school inherited its new security
services based on a system of bidding.

“We bid on our security every year,
and our current company won the bid,”
Gr ishman to ld  JerEcho.  “This  year’ s
company beat out last year’s and therefore,
we now have a new security system!”

 From Summit Security, our main
security guard, Kevin McAvoy, was employed
in the banking industry for 25 years before
becoming a security guard. He then briefly
worked as a security guard at a bank for 9
months.

“I was inspired to become a security
guard after retiring from banking,” said
McAvoy. “I wanted to start something new.”

 When the security company he works
for offered him the position at Jericho High
School, he said he liked the idea. Before the
new school year, McAvoy was enrolled in a
brief training course.

“It sounded interesting to work in a
high school environment.” McAvoy enjoys
working for Jericho Schools because “It’s
different.”

Of his responsibilit ies at Jericho,
McAvoy said that he has thankfully never had
to deal with an accident or fight. He added
how it is usually not difficult to guard all the
students ,  teachers,  and v is i tors ,  but
sometimes it can be challenging.

I f  someone ever  threatened the
security of our school, McAcoy said, “We are

School hires new security guards

District shares Three Cups of Tea
“A  second grader, a seventh
grader, an eleventh grader,
and parents can all sit  and
talk about the same book,”
said ELA Curriculum
Associate Dan Salzman.

given walkies so we can call right away.”

Students have varying opinions about
Jericho’s new security. Junior Ashley Talve
said, “They’re doing a great job keeping
everything organized, structured, and safe.”

On the other hand, sophomore Niki
Goldman said, “There’s still always traffic
and everyone’s late to school.”

When given the suggestions for a new
island in the side circle of the high school
and an improved driving entrance in the
middle school last year, the school acted on
these ideas.  Grishman said, “These actions
have greatly enhanced the traffic flow in our
circles, and everyone tells us so!”

“There are many benefits to our new
company,” said Grishman. “They mainly have
the same job descriptions and are doing the
same job as our old company.”

EVERY DROP COUNTS:
By Brett Schumer

A total of 66 pints of blood were collected at the Blood Drive Tuesday,
October 20, held from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the Sam Springer gym.  Health teacher
Denise Romano says that this amount saves approximately 175 lives.

With the help of Long Island Blood Services, Romano has held blood dri ves
at the high school for the past four years.

“52 pints of whole blood were collected along with a total of 14 pints of
double red cell blood making a grand total of 66 pints,” said an enthusiastic Denise
Romano.  She and the Blood Services staff appreciate the students and faculty who
waited so long to donate.

If you were not able to donate this October, Romano said there will be
another blood dri ve in the spring.
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By Boram Choi
Dear President Obama,

As we all saw on the news, you have
won the Nobel Peace Prize. The first thing
that went through my mind was: “What did
you do to deserve that?” I don’t think many
people would disagree with me if I answered
my own question: nothing.

Can you really change the world just
nine months into your presidency? No, you
can’t. Therefore, it doesn’t make you worthy
of receiving this prize.

It doesn’t matter if you are Barack
Obama and that  you won the elect ion
through your endless rants of “change” and
that you gained support from the grass roots.
I  don’ t  care how many people you’ve
inspired through your historical victory, nor
does it matter to me that you graduated from

Harvard Law School if you do not keep your
promises.

Whatever happened to changing
America “block by block, brick by brick,
calloused hand by calloused hand?” These
pretty words are starting to sound empty, and
it’ s time for you to prove yourself.

Prove to us that you are worthy of
being in the President’s seat.  Prove to us
that you can fix the economy, and that you
are capable of making the right decisions for
this country so that we can move forward.
Point us in the right direction so that we don’t
regret electing you.

Actions speak louder than words. You
can stop with the catch phrases and get on
with the job. Every day the media writes about
how your wife is such a well-dressed woman.
I think that you’ve forgotten that you’re living

in the White House—not Hollywood. You’re
supposed to be our nation’s leader, not a
celebrity.

In desperate times we need strong
people… people who have the power to make
positive changes; people who are willing to
work toward the greater good; people who
can be creative; people who can take action.

People are commit t ing su ic ide
because they cannot handle the financial
pressure of this economy. People are living
without roofs over their heads, without
money, without hope.

And what are you doing? Crying over
the fact that Chicago couldn’t become the
next host city for the Olympics? America is
crying out for help! Only you can answer this
question: Will you be able to make positive
changes? I hope the answer is: “yes I can.”

Congratulations, Mr. President (I guess...)

Students make the best drivers

By Boram Choi
      Ninth grade is like starting school all over
again. Not only are you starting a new grade,
but you are now a newstudent in a new
bui lding with new rules. What appl ied
throughout elementary and middle school
does not apply here. Ah, freshman year.
Welcome to high school.
      Oh, do I remember being a freshman.
Believe it or not, those giants called seniors
were once freshmen too, although they don’t
readily admit it.

Now that I am a senior, I look back
on my freshman days and think: I was so
young and immature back then. I cannot
believe it has already been four years. I’m
going to be a freshman again once I go off
to college. I wonder if my experience will be
the same as in high school?
      I wish I had known certain things when
I was a freshman. I wish there had been a
mentor who told me that it was okay to make
mistakes.

I wish someone had told me: You
don’t have to decide what you want to do
with your life now! Although everyone says
that you find out your interests in high school,
this is not true for everyone. I know plenty
of people who went off to college without
knowing what they were majoring in. They
were part of this and that, were straight A
students, volunteered in their free time and
squeezed in a part-time job in between, and
still did not know what they wanted to do.

There’s a special place designed just to help
you find yourself. That place is called college.
      I wish someone had told me to stop
comparing myself to others. We live in a
competitive world where everyone’s focused
on beating everyone else, in grades and
otherwise. It  is important to emphasize
personal achievement.

Okay, so what if you’re not an A
student in math? Your strength might be
English or social studies. It is important to
remember that  you have ta lents  and
strengths, to have self-esteem. There were
plenty of times when I didn’t feel good
enough as a person because I didn’t win a
competition or I didn’t get the chance to get
inducted to an honor society. I learned that
all of these things don’t matter. What matters
is what I did achieve.
      In high school and wherever you are in
life, there are going to be cliques. You’re not
always going to fit in with the people you
meet. The challenge is to blend in and do your
job anyway.

To be honest, there were times when
I tried being someone different to fit in. I
pretended to like some things and dislike
other things because I was afraid that if I
didn’t agree, I would be rejected. I have been
rejected without reason. Be yourself at all
times, at whatever cost! There is nothing
worth more than your identity. It’s cool to be
special; to do things differently.

A senior’s advice to freshmen

By Jonathan Davis
Why is it that when I learn to drive,

the surrounding cars seem to purposely set a
bad example? It’s actually a rather funny
thought considering when I stopped at a stop
sign for a good, law-abiding 3 seconds, I was
honked at for taking too long.

Now that I have my permit, the world
behind the wheel has altered to a relatively
confusing universe.

Take this past weekend for example;
my uncle drove me to the city. Everything
was smooth until I pointed out that his seatbelt
had been unbuckled for the first 30 minutes

of the drive. The people that drive around
me always seem to set the worst examples,
yet I’m the one who’s supposedly the novice
here.

It’ s like the cars around me on the
road have cobwebs on their blinkers and
haven’t ever adjusted their mirrors. It’s not
that hard people. Buckle up and signal.  Get
with the program.

Perhaps author Mac McCleary was
right when he said, “Patience is something
you admire in the driver behind you and scorn
in the one ahead.”

           Last  but  not  least :  s tay open.  I t ’s
important to stay flexible. Sometimes, things
will not go according to plan and you have to
be able to cope with that. Meetings get
cancelled, and unexpected plans get in the
way. You might meet people you never talked
to before, but end up becoming best friends.
You never know. Life is spontaneous. Try new
things-you may just become your new hobby
and passion.
      Ultimately, it’s okay to make mistakes.
Mistakes are there to help you improve, not
to discourage you. It may be a cliche’, but
it’ s true: you fail once, you must have the
willpower to try again.

A few of Boram’s words of
wisdom:

It’ s okay to make mistakes.

You don’t have decide what you
want to do with your life now.

Stop comparing yourself to others.

Hold onto your self-esteem.

Stay flexible and open-minded.

Be yourself at all times.
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Dear Editor,
I am writing this letter in response

to an article that appeared in the 5th Issue
of  the JerEcho newspaper,  ent i t led
“Debate is a rewarding, chal lenging
class.” At first when I read this article, it
did not stand out to me. But now, just a
few days later, I read this article very
differently because I have experienced
what it is like to experience a debate on
Saturday, September 26.

When attending a debate, one must
wake up at 6:30 to be on the bus by 7:00
on a Saturday. Most people upon hearing
this might be very skeptical about joining.
However, I am glad that Jenna Levine
emphasized that waking up early and
spending a Saturday at school is truly
worth it.

 In my opinion, what is rewarding
about being at a debate is not just being
able to meet new people and spend time
with one’s own friends, but the actual
feeling debating gives you. It gave me a
feeling I have never felt before.  It was
fun - a lot of fun.

I was able to argue and use all of
the skills and tips we have been learning
in the class. I love the competition.

I am also glad that the author of
this article included information about
debate being not only socially enhancing
but academically enhancing as well. The
article states that the debating process
can enhance research skills and English
skills, and I agree.

Also, I would l ike to add that
speaking sk i l ls  and becoming more
persuasive can be learned through the
process of debating.

Sincerely,
Adam Birbach - 9th Grade

Dear Editor,
I a writing in response to the article

called “Community Service benefits both
parties.”

As I read and sympathized with
your meaning of community service, the
article evoked memories during my time of
serving others. During one summer, I
decided to participate in a volunteering
opportuni ty in Sierra,  Nevada which
required submitting myself to the following
condit ions: saying goodbye to certain
luxuries (cell phone, computer, ipod, etc.)
for one week, volunteering for five to seven
hours in the sun with painting, scraping, and
polishing, eating peanut-butter-and-jelly
sandwiches for lunch for five days, and
spending time in the middle of nowhere.

When I arrived at Nevada with my
church, all I saw was a closed market with
a broken gas pump, a portable potty, and
many different church members. I thought
to myself, Is this the start of “a very
inspirational opportunity” people were
talking about? However, contrary to my
first impression, it really turned out be just
that!  It was the most inspired I’ve ever
felt in my life. 

In Sierra, Nevada, it is hard to find
shopping mal ls  or  amusement parks.
Instead, the fun was hidden in the clean
and calm reservoirs, community, and the
opportunity being able to serve for the
residents that live in Nevada. During the
week I had painted, scraped, and polished
the walls of Victor’ s house, and I had
learned many va lues I  w i l l  a lways
embrace. The sudden flow of joy of helping
someone else, encouraging one another,
meeting new friends, and most of all, the
grat i tude I  fe l t  towards th is  serv ice
opportunity were the values I carried with
me and that  is  what  caused me to
remember the genuine meaning of
community service I will never forget.

Sincerely,
Grace Kim, 9th grade

Hello JerEcho,
I would like to comment on your

ar t ic le  “The dangers of  a  text ing
addiction.” Out of all the articles in the
September 25, 2009 Issue, this article was
the most interesting and appealing to me.
I can state first-hand how addicting texting
is .  Of ten t imes I  l ie  awake at  n ight
engrossed in texting conversations that
sometimes end at 3am.  Also when my
mom would confiscate my cell phone, I
would have a feeling of depression and feel
as if I was cut off from the world.  My
brother would go into fits and become
extremely aggressive when his phone was
taken from him.

I also realized the effects of texting
on my writing. For example, while I was
writing an essay for ELA, I was appalled
to read it over and find many lines that
contained “u” in it, instead of “you.” This
resul ted f rom my use of  ext reme
abbreviations while texting.

However, as I began to realize my
texting addiction, I have begun to take
measures to fix it.  Now I shut my phone
off promptly and end all conversations
before I am ready to go to sleep. I also
completely write out my texts using the
texting form of “entire words.” So all my
texts are sent in complete sentences,
capitalization and punctuation now. Since
the t ime I  have real ized my text ing
addiction, the effects of it have decreased.

Thank you,
Samuel Lam, 9th grade

Dear JerEcho,
       I really enjoyed the article in the
September 25th issue about debate. I, too,
am a novice debater and could really relate
to the article.

Debate is a very rewarding class
and club and I can’t wait for the first
debate. I completely agree with  Jenna
Levine’s article that debate is a rewarding,
but challenging class.

This  ar t ic le  on debate was
informat ional  and I  en joy the great
explanation.
-Sarah Kaufman,
9th grade

To whom it may concern,
My name is Spencer Widom. I am

replying to the Autism Art icle in the
September 25th edition of JerEcho. I truly
think it is about time people knew about
th is  cause as in  depth as Padma
Lingechetty did in her article.

As many people are diagnosed with
Aut ism or  a  d isease on the Aut is t ic
Spectrum, not as many people know what
Autism is.

Great article, JerEcho!

Sincerely,
Spencer Widom, 9th grade

Jericho students:

We’d love to hear
from you!

Send letters to:
jerecho@gmail.com

Be sure to include
your name and grade

in the email and specify
 if you would like

your article included
in the online paper.

How to reduce the spread of germs... from the desk of  Nurse Iris Reshef

1.  Hand hygeine:  Wash your hands with soap and warm water for 15-20 seconds- long enough to
sing the “Happy Birthday” song twice.

2.  Cover your nose and mouth!  Use a tissue when coughing and sneezing or cough into your
elbow.

3.  Flu like symptoms? If you have symptoms, stay at home at least 24 hours after you are fever free
without the use of fever-reducing medications.
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By Helena Fistel
The new hit series on FOX that has

captured the attention of the students of
Jericho High School is “Glee,” a feel-good
show that boosts confidence and puts
viewers in a good mood.

The show chronicles the trials and
tribulations of a high school glee club at
the fictional William McKinley High School.
While the Glee club advisor Wil l iam
Schuster wants to prove to his kids how
successfu l  they can be i f  they work
together, his glee club members are not
strangers to the “slushie facials” from their
peers. Sadly, being in glee club is looked
upon by most of the school as something
stupid and lame.

 The original members of glee club
are not those students who are typically
considered “cool.”  They are outcasts. The
show challenges the stereotype of what’s
considered cool by giving the kids in Glee
Club the ability to show off their talents.

In fact, later in the show, Glee club
gained the blonde haired cheerleader and
the good-looking football player because
they want to be a part of Glee club, as
well.

High school students can easily
relate to one or more of the characters in
the show. Students from all walks of life
come together in Glee Club to express
themselves and perform.

Along wi th  the prob lems the
students face in the club, the advisor

William Schuster has marital problems and
issues with several teachers in the school.

According to Wikipedia, the creator
Ryan Murphy intended the show to be a form
of escapism.

“There’s so much on the air right now
about people with guns, or sci-fi, or lawyers
running around. This is a different genre,
there’s nothing l ike i t  on the air  at  the
networks and cable. Everything’s so dark in
the world right now; it’s pure escapism.”

Wi th regard to  Glee’ s  audience,
Murphy wanted it to be a family show which
would appeal to adults as well as children, with
adult characters starring equally alongside the
teenage leads.

Although some of the humor can be
inappropriate, people of all ages have fallen
in love with this show. Every Wednesday
night my family gathers around our television
to watch Glee. From my 9 year old sister to
both of my parents, we all love it. As we
laugh together, it gives us a time to bond over
something we all love.

Glee teaches people that it is ok to
step outside of your comfort zone and be
“different.” It shows that it isn’t being a
cheerleader or a football player that makes
you cool; what makes you cool is doing what
you love and being yourself.

Glee airs on Wednesday nights at 9
p.m. on channel 5.

Positively giddy over “Glee”

By Emily Gordon
Whether they’re wearing fringes and

plaid shirts, leather jackets or sweatshirts,
the students of Jericho High School strut
though the hallways f launting the new
fashions of fall 2009. Students and faculty
returned to  school  th is  year  in  s ty le .
Throughout the school building anyone can
easily find students dressed from head to toe
in the most current looks.

Knee high boots, fur vests, ankle
boots, ripped jeans, and fringes are many of
the most popular trends of fall 2009. “I like
the new trends because they are cool; I
wear them almost every day,” sophomore
Jill Dolowich said.

Many students report that the new
looks are not only fashion forward, but
comfor tab le as wel l .  “ I  love the new
fashions, they are very cute…and comfy!”
said freshman Michelle Wilner. “And, I love
the cross body bag.”

“The new fashions are very cool;
band t-shirts, fringes, ripped jeans, short
boots ,  and h igh wasted sk i r ts , ”  sa id
freshman Lexi Entel.
“I love fashion and being a trendsetter… I
love to wear the clothes that are in style,
Free City clothing is my favorite,” said
freshman Leah Reisman.

“Free city sweatshirts are really
comfortable,” said junior Brett Schumer.

Students report that finding clothes
can be extremely stressful because they are

determined to look great for each day of
school. “I always think about what I should
wear to school because I want to look good,”
said sophomore Samantha Kravitz.

“I stress out every morning about
what I wear before I got to school because I
really care what I look like,” said sophomore
Jill Dolowich.

However, some students take the
more comfortable approach to their outfits
and wear what they want, not concerned about
following the trends or looking like everyone
else.

“Solows and sweatshirts are mad
comfy and my favorite thing to wear,” said
sophomore Carly Kaminsky.

Students wear latest trends to school

“I literally walk out of bed in the
morning and find the most comfortable thing
to wear,” said senior Justin Einhorn

“I do not follow what everyone else
is wearing, I  l ike my own sty le.”  said
sophomore Claudia Li.
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By Glenn Hyams
No teenager wakes up at 5 o’clock

in the morning, unless he or she has to deliver
newspapers or milk to his or her favorite
grocery store.  Yet, that’s when the filming
for  the newest  th i r ty  second Toyota
commercial (currently being aired) began its
day.  Normally, I would be asleep at this
ungodly time, but today was not normal.

 Eli Manning is shooting a commercial
for Toyota in New York City and I’m lucky
enough to interview him.

Each crew member slowly begins to
crawl  in to  the Manhat tan s tud io  wi th
Starbucks coffees in one hand and a script
in the other. Lights, blue screens and pure
excitement circulate through the set, as
people begin to flood in through the door.

The crew is ready to begin as the
di rector  ca l ls  “Ready,  Act ion. ”  The
bystanders become so quiet, that even a
small pin drop could be heard throughout the
entire studio.

The rustling of papers and the sound
of phones being turned on can be heard.

“Ready! Action!”
The crew falls silent yet again.  A ten

second segment that was rehearsed for over
an hour is finally finished.  Now, the shooting
of “Dream” is Eli’s main focus.  I put on a
pair of headphones and listen closely.

Every take is slightly different from
the previous one. Whether it is the minor
change in facial expressions or the delivery
of words, something is slightly altered.

“Cut!”
Lunch is called and the actors take a

break from shooting.
Finally, it’s my time to shine.
We head into a separate room with

two solid black couches. I take a seat on one
end and almost immediately, Eli Manning
walks in. The camera is set up. The tape
begins to roll and I ask my first question.

Fortunately, the butterfl ies in my
stomach begin to fade, and my speech falls
into a nice, comfortable rhythm. I pinch
mysel f  to  make sure th is  is  a l l  rea l ly
happening.  Is the Giants’ Eli Manning really
talking to me?

Ironically, I’ve never been a Giants
fan, but something about this interview
seemed quite surreal.  I asked  about his most

recent Oreo eating habits.  Manning cracks
a smile on his usually very serious face.

The interview concludes, signatures
are exchanged and cameras flash about the
room.

A voice said, “Mark’s agent will allow
a few pictures,” and I was in disbelief. I
thought only Eli Manning was here, but little
did I know that Mark Sanchez - the main topic
of sports radio and television - not to mention
the future savior of The Jets was here as
well.

And I thought meeting one football
player was enough to make my year.

 The odds of meeting both Mark
Sanchez and Eli manning are slim, yet here I
am, about to meet Sanchez, too.

We re-enter the large, bright room
and the first-round draft pick from USC
greets me with a huge hello and a handshake.
He seems flattered to be the main focus of
attention and like Manning did, acts like a
normal person.

I finally step out onto the streets of
New York City. Sanchez and Manning still
have hours of shooting left for their thirty
seconds commercial on national television.
At 8:30 P.M. everything will be shut down
and in a matter of weeks the hours spent on
set will all come together—hopefully bringing
a surge of new customers for Toyota cars.

Moving forward on summer vacation

. . . I  pinch myself to
make sure this is all really
happening.  Is the Giants’
Eli Manning really talking
to me?

Must-haves for your Ipod
Ms. Hederian’s picks:
“My Sharona” by the Knack
“Roxanne” by The Police
“Toxicity” by System of a Down

Br ett Schumer’s picks: (all U2)
“Where the Streets Have No Name”
“The Sweetest Thing”
“Beautiful Day”

Alex Myrah’ s picks:
“Face Breaker” by Divine Heresy
“Anarchaos” by Divine Heresy
“Make Them Suffer” by Cannibal Corpse

Seth Kornfeld’s picks:
“Dani California” by Red Hot Chili Peppers
“Piano Man” by Billy Joel
“American Pie” by Don Mclean

Kelly Yoo’s picks:
“Take Me Out” by Franz Ferdinand
“Come On Get Higher” by Matt Nathanson
“I Have Nothing” by Whitney Houston

Taylor Katz’ s picks:
“Drops of Jupiter” by Train
“Stop and Stare” by One Republic
“American Baby” by Dave Matthews Band

Samantha Ostrow’s picks:
“Who Says” by John Mayer
“Where Are You Going” by Dave Matthews Band
“Lie In Our Graves” by Dave Matthews Band

(according to the JerEcho staff )

Marissa Karen’s picks:
“Over My Head” by The Fray
“Accidentally In Love” by The Counting Crows
“Nothing Left To Lose” by Mat Kearny

Rachel Silverman’s picks:
“You Found Me” by The Fray
“Fireflies’ by Owl City
“Livin’ on a Prayer” Bon Jovi

Sammy DeBello’s picks:
“Forever” by Drake
“Forever Young” by Jay Z
“Infinity” by Josh Guru Project

Rachel John’s picks:
“Across the Universe” by The Beatles
“Bohemian Rhapsody” by Queen
“Empire State of Mind” by Jay Z

Rebecca Liebenthal’s picks:
“Dark Blue” by Jack’s Mannequin
“Never Say Never” by The Fray
Halo/Walking on Sunshine” by Glee Cast

Megan Joseph’s picks:
“Break your Little Heart” by All Time Low
“One Time” by Justin Bieber
“Alex on the Spot” by Hans Zimmer

Taylor Fischer’s picks:
“Save Tonight” by Eagle Eye Cherry
“Meet Me Halfway” by Black Eyed Peas
“Don’t Stop Believing” by Glee Cast
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By Lexi Garay
Are respectful commemorations of 9/

11 appropriate for elementary students?  This
year, students and staff paused for a moment
of silence in a district wide recognition of 9/
11—including those in the three elementary
schools. In most schools across Long Island,
moments of silence are common all grade
levels. New York State has no guidelines for
commemorations, except for a required flag
on September 11th.

According to Superintendent Hank
Grishman, the Jericho elementary schools,
Cantiague, Jackson, and Seamen all allow for
moments of silence in remembrance of 9/11.
But, he said, the conversations and lessons
fo l lowing those s i lences would d i f fer
depending on grade level or the age of the
student.

 “A  conversation about 9/11 with a 5th

grader or a 10 year old would be much
dif ferent f rom one with a 5 year old,”
Grishman said.

Teachers acknowledge the day and
use it as a teaching tool at age appropriate
levels. According to a Newsday article on
Tuesday,  September  22,  East  Is l ip ’s
Superintendent Wendell Chu decided against
a moment  o f  s i lence in  h is  d is t r ic t ’s
elementary school. He told Newsday that his
decision was made in the best interest of the
young children who may be frightened by talk
of the 9/11 attacks.

According to the article, he did not
inform the parents of the decision.

Grishman told JerEcho that he knows
Mr. Chu is a sensitive man and that he had
the interest of the kids in mind at the time of
his decision, along with most superintendents.

“In a kindergarten class, there most
likely would not be a conversation after the
moment a silence, in order to prevent the
young kids from being scared or just simply
not understanding,” Grishman said.

According to the Newsday article,
protesting parents and residents saw no
reason why moments of silence held in the
elementary schools throughout the past years
were not continued.

They saw no reason why a moment
of silence would frighten the young children.

 “Even If you don’t want to scare the
children, there’s nothing harmful about a
moment of silence,” said Peter Carino, a
retired New York City fire fighter who helped
clear the World Trade Center af ter the
attacks.

Carino has two children in the East
Islip district and was very upset over Chu’s
decision and the lack of 9/11 tribute in grade
school.

In fact, Carino is demanding an
apology from Superintendent Chu, along
with a standardized memorial of 9/11 events.

His petition, posted on a national
websi te ,  has gathered more than 550
signatures, according to Newsday.

Jericho distr ict,  as always, wil l
continue to conduct remembrances of 9/11,
but on age appropriate levels.

Each of the elementary schools, the
middle school, and the high school will
continue to show respect with a moment of
silence, and teachers are encouraged to
follow the moment of silence with relevant
follow up discussions.

By Helena Fistel
Mariam Shojai, a new sophomore at

Jericho High School, recently moved from
London. Her parents’ research led them to
choose Jericho High School, and on Sep-
tember 18th she came to our nationally rec-
ognized school to continue her education.

Being new to a school and new to
the country, especially, comes with its chal-
lenges, but Shojai said she is adjusting well.

“It wasn’t that bad,” she said, “Ev-
eryone here was really friendly and help-
ful.”

Shojai reports that New York is very
different from London.

“In London we talk a different way
and have different vocabulary,” she said.
“For example in London we don’t say
classes, we say lessons.”

Shojai said her first day of school
wasn’t perfectly smooth. “I couldn’t find
all of my classes but teachers showed me
how to get there and they were very nice.”
Shojai also added, “My favorite teacher is
Dr. Hartnett because he is so funny and
nice!”

New student crosses over pond

Jericho pauses at all levels for 9-11

Shojai said that there are many
differecnes between London and New
York. In London they drive on opposite
sides of the road and the steering wheel is
on a different side of the car. She also
pointed out  many s imi lar i t ies .

In London, Shojai said, girls watch
the same television shows that American
girls watch.

 “I love The Hills and Keeping Up
with the Kardashians and most of my
fr iends watch Gossip Gir l. ”  Fashion
trends are very similar as well.

“I love to shop at Top Shop in Lon-
don. There is one on every street and it is
so weird that they only have one in New
York!”

Having things in common with stu-
dents in Jericho has been making Shojai
feel great. She said, “All the girls are so
nice here and I have already made friends!”

Overall, Shojai is missing London,
but also loving her new start in Jericho.
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By Matthew Marber
Many students fi led into the Sam

Springer Gymnasium and the Field House to
take the annual PSAT/NMSQT examination
On Saturday, October 17th. The 2 hour and
10 minute PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic
Aptitude Test) standardized test prepares
many for the actual SAT exam.

For the junior class, this test is a big
deal, because if a student receives a high
score on the test ,  he or  she has the
oppor tun i ty  to  win a Nat ional  Mer i t
Scholarship. The test consists of 5 sections
which tests  the s tudent ’s  ab i l i t ies  in
mathematics and verbal skills. Sponsored by
the CollegeBoard and the National Merit
Scholarship Corporation, the test is taken

throughout high schools across America for
s tudents  to  rece ive feedback on the i r
strengths and weaknesses, so they know what
to improve on for future college studies.
Although the test is usually administered to
juniors, many sophomores, freshmen, and
younger  s tudents  take th is  test  to  get
accustomed to the style of the test for the
future.

Tenth grader, Anuja Shah, said, “I took
the PSAT, to get some pract ice and to
become aware of what academic level I am
currently at.” After the test was completed
the Jericho students believed that the test was
not that difficult and they can’t wait to get
their scores back!

Students get practice with PSAT

By Marissa Karen and Kelli Aibel
From classes,  to homework,  to

studying, students have “a lot on their plates”
dur ing the i r  school  days.   Between
activities, classes, sports, and homework,
kids have many tasks to complete within
short periods of t ime.  This stress and
pressure caused by school can become a
challenge.
            According to Webster’s Dictionary,
stress is the pressure, pull, or other force
exerted on one thing or person. Advanced
Placement classes tend to be very difficult
for students, requiring them to put a lot of
time and effort into their work in order to
succeed.

“AP  European His tory ’s
expectations really took me by surprise
because it is the first advanced placement
course I have ever taken,” said sophomore
Jonny Peyser. “I have much more work to
do every night because of this course, and
I study really hard in order to try to do well
on the exams.”

Students find the stress level of
academics increase with each grade level.
Although freshmen year is hectic because
of the new environment, compared to the
middle school, students do not find a big
difference in the amount of work.

“I do not have a lot of homework
each night so I have a lot of free time when
I get home from school,” said freshmen
Leah Reisman. “It is stressful to try to
accommodate to the requirements of a new
school, but the amount of work I have has
not increased drastically from last year.”

With the combination of SATs, AP
courses, ACTs, and college visits, most
students discover that the most difficult year
of their high school experience is 11th grade.

“Every n ight  I  s tay up past  2
o’clock, whether it’s studying for my AP Bio
test or memorizing words for my SAT
vocabulary list, there is always work to be
done,” said junior Jillian Shakin. “Now that
I am in 11th grade, I realize how extreme
the transition from sophomore to junior year
is, academically.”

“One week I  had an AP
Composition, AP Biology, and AP U.S.

History test within a two day span,” said
junior Ryan Goodstadt. “Each night prior to
the exams I probably got three hours of
sleep at most.”

While senior year may be perceived
as easy, some find the beginning to be
extremely nerve-racking and chaotic. The
final steps of getting accepted into a good
college like college visits and interviews
make this year stressful.

“Even though the first quarter of this
year is challenging, after being admitted into
co l lege the seniors  have a care- f ree
lifestyle, with the ability to be calm and have
fun,” said senior Marissa Resnick.

As the years in high school increase
the work gets harder and tends to become
greater in abundance. “Having experienced
only two months of sophomore year, I realize
freshman year was a joke,” said sophomore
Ally Eisenberg.

As each consecut ive grade
approaches, there is realization that SAT
and ACTs are coming up sooner and sooner.
On top of all the schoolwork, students need
to leave time for their private SAT and ACT
tutors  and the i r  hour ly  rev iewing of

Students stress about school

vocabulary for these significant tests each
night.

The pressure students feel isn’t just
self-imposed, but it also comes from their
parents and their friends. The competition
level in high school for grades and college
decisions are at their highest yet.

“ I  miss being a f reshman,”  said
sophmore Sarah Ehrlich. “Sophomore year is
tough, the pressure level seemed to have
doubled. Considering this is the first year I
am taking AP, I have to work twice as hard
as I did last year. Although I have made a lot
of adjustments and balance the time I need
for work, I feel more and more pressure each
day.”

 According to Webster’s Dictionary,
“pressure is an oppressive condit ion of
physical, mental or social distress.” Today,
this word “pressure” is what occupies most
students’ time. With so many high-achieving
kids, especially in Jericho, it’s no wonder that
teens feel they have to have a multi-page
resume, be a world-class athlete or manage
his or her own business by the age of 18.
The amount of pressure students feel to
balance their lives to its full potential is off
the charts.
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By Taylor Katz
“When Sue talks, we all listen,” Girls

Varsity Soccer Co-Captain Marissa Resnick
said. “She knows what she is talking about
and we show her a great deal of respect.”

The Jer icho communi ty  may be
surprised to hear that a professional soccer
player is present on the high school faculty.
This fall, Sue Weber has started her second
season as the assistant coach for the Jericho
High School Girls’ Varsity Soccer Team.
However, being the assistant varsity coach
at the young age of 23 is not the most
impressive piece of Sue’s resume. She is also
a professional athlete. In August 2009, Weber
completed her first season in the Women’s
Professional Soccer league (WPS).

“Being a professional soccer player
allows me to play the sport I love as my job,”
Weber said. “Soccer is my passion, and I
can’t imagine my life without it.”

Weber started her col lege soccer
career  at  Univers i ty  o f  Georg ia,  a f ter
graduat ing f rom Is l ip High School .  At
University of Georgia, Sue was named to the
SEC All-Rookie team. After her freshman
year, Weber transferred back to Long Island
and attended Hofstra University, where she
became a two-time All-American in 2005 and
2007. Hofstra recently retired her number,
20, last fall.

The WPS completed its first season
this summer and has enthralled many soccer
fans of all ages all over the world. Sue Weber
was the third draft pick for the 2009 season,
which illustrates her dexterity on the field.
She will be playing for the Philadelphia
Independence for the 2010 season.

“Sue is the best coach I ’ve ever
had,” Sophomore Jamie Genatt said. “She is
extremely knowledgeable, ski l l ful ,  and
enduring which encourages us to continue to
learn from her.”

In addition to being a skilled soccer
player, she is also a great mentor and coach.
The girls on the 2009 varsity team feel
comfor tab le approaching Weber  wi th
problems they have on and off the field.

Junior Alexis Henin explained that
Sue made her feel extremely welcome when
she made the team for the first time this year.
“Being that Sue is such an important figure
in women’s soccer, it was nice to see how
patient she was in helping me improve my
game.”

Athletic Director Nancy Sammis said,
“I hired Sue because she has an excellent
work ethic, she is extremely knowledgeable
in the game of soccer, and I also felt her
personality would mesh well with the girls
here at Jericho.”

Off the field, Sue Weber reflects on
how her life has changed by pursuing soccer.
Soccer has enabled Weber to meet her fiancé
along with other amazing friends, travel the
world, and give back to the community.
Without it, Sue feels she would be an entirely
different individual.

Pro athlete scores as soccer coach

“Soccer  has made me more
disciplined, motivated, and determined,
academically and physically,” Weber said.”
When I was younger, soccer was a way to
stay active and meet friends. As my love
for the sport grew, I pursued it more and
more. Today, soccer is a way of life and a
passion that helps me express myself.”

The Girls’ Varsity Soccer team, along
with Sue Weber and Head Coach Lonnie
Bresnik, are very ardent about the results
they accomplished this Fall 2009 season.
The team made it to the Nassau County
Semi-Finals, the farthest the Girls’ Soccer
program at Jericho High School has gotten
in all 20 years of its existence.

“Sue has taught us that in order to
succeed, we need to set goals,” Co-Captain
Caroline Motschwil ler said, “The team
wouldn’t be the same without her.”

By Seth Kornfeld
Jericho pulled out a thriller in triple

overtime to beat Roslyn on October 3rd.

Joey Gallo’s 1 yard run lifted Jericho
over Roslyn in triple overtime.  After going
scoreless through the first two overtimes,
Jericho and Roslyn needed a third to decide
the winner of this classic game.

After Roslyn got the ball, they went
3 plays and then were forced to punt the ball
on their first possession of the third overtime.
Jericho got the ball determined to get a win
against Roslyn.

As Jericho gained control of the ball,
they were able to drive down the field.  This
drive was solidified by Barrington Mitchell’s
15 yard gain, which brought the Jayhawks to
the Roslyn 10-yard line.

Then Jericho pounded the ball be-
tween the offensive line men with their star
of the day Joey Gallo, who rushed for 102
yards on 16 attempts.  Joey’s game winning
touchdown - carrying the ball for the final

two plays of the game with the last one gain-
ing one yard - gave Jericho the 19-13 vic-
tory.

Gallo attributed much of his success
to his extra time practicing. “I worked a lot
during the off-season with the coaches to
improve my running and catching ability.”

“It was fun because it was against
our rival,” said Coach William Martinez.

In each of the previous overtimes,
each team missed a potential winning field
goal that would have propelled them to vic-
tory.  For Jericho, junior Andrew Kahmi
missed one from 29 yard line in the second
overtime and for Roslyn, they missed a 36
yard field goal in the first overtime.

In the third quarter, Jericho played
highly inspirational football and were able to
get their offense (which was slow moving in
the first half) to gain momentum and put some
points up against the Roslyn defense.  At the
end of the third quarter Jericho was able to
put together some well-executed running

plays and had the lead going into the fourth
quarter 13-6.
           In the fourth quarter, the Jayhawks
had trouble moving the ball, which then came
back to hurt the Jawhawks.  With 7:43 to go
Roslyn scored a touchdown to get them tied
with the Jayhawks 13-13.

The game was mainly a defensive
battle throughout with the Jayhawks surren-
dering the first points of the game well into
the second quarter.  At the end of the first
quarter, the score was 0-0 and each team’s
offense was having trouble moving the ball.
In the second quarter Roslyn got on the
board with a field goal which gave them a
3-0 lead.   They would add to that lead by
kicking another field goal that sent the score
heading into halftime at 6-0 Roslyn.

Although the Jayhawks had some
problems throughout the game, they were
still able to come away with the 19-13 vic-
tory against Roslyn.

Jericho beats Roslyn 19-13 in post game
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By Irene Hsiung

The announcment, “Swimmers take
your  mark,  go! ”  repeatedly  resonated
throughout the turquoise hallways of Jericho
High School on October 3, 2009.  This date
marked the third annual Joseph Farrel l
Memorial Meet.

Four swimming teams, including the
Jericho girl’s varsity swim team, gathered at
the Matthew Lynch Memorial pool to honor
the Jericho Swim coach who passed away
on July 6, 2007. 

In  remembrance of  the be loved
Coach, The Joseph Farrel l  Scholarship
foundation was established. At the memorial
meet, $3.00 admission was collected from
each spectator in order to raise money for
the foundation. 

In  a co l laborat ive ef for t  by the
parents of the swim team and the coaches,
bracelets, t-shirts, and snacks were sold as
wel l .  Al l  of  the proceeds went to help
hardworking students have an opportunity for
a proper education. 

“The meet was a great tribute to his
dedication and the tremendous strides he

brought about in the Jericho swim team,” said
Emily Cheng, one of the co-captains of the
team.

It  is easy to see the tremendous
impact Farrell had on the minds and hearts
of the team.  His first year at Jericho, Farrell
was named Jericho’s Coach of the Year for
the significant improvements he brought to
Jericho swimming.

“Coach Farrell always believed in us
even when we doubted ourselves. He helped
us build character not only as people, but also

as swimmers.  Every day,  we Jer icho
swimmers strive to emulate the person he is
and commemorate all that he has achieved,”
said senior Mercy Du.

His swimmers remember him as a
devoted and ambitious man, serving the
community as a role model and a friend. The
graduating seniors of this year’s team are
the last group of swimmers to know his
coaching and guidance, but his legacy will
still survive. 

By Robert Wu
I run to the soothing sound of my light

steps crunching the fallen leaves.  The beads
of sweat on my face vanish in the cool, crisp,
fall breeze. The sky paints a typical fall
portrait of orange, red, and grey.

But all of these things would mean
nothing if it weren’t for silhouettes I see as
I approach the track.

The cross country team is a special
team made up of every type of person.  Even
though we are all so different, we all get
along like one big family. A family that has
the annoying, little brother who nags you; the
older sister whom you admire; the older
brother you just can’t wait to beat in the next
race.

For  these reasons,  we per form
together well. While we strive to impress our

teammates with our success, we don’t risk
losing their respect if we fail.

These are the true characteristics of
a family.

For the past three years, the varsity
girls’ team has placed for state qualifiers.
Qualifying for this meet is no easy feat;
runners have to go through both divisions and
conferences in order to participate in the
meet.

This  year  they showed great
improvement by placing as a team 2nd out of
17 teams at the Nassau Coaches Invitational
at Bethpage State Park.

The boys’ team as well has had a
great season. Along with the girls’ team
placing at the Nassau Coaches Invite, all of
the varsity boys individually placed. They

Cross Country: my team, my family

have all had very impressive times this
season, with six boys with sub-20min. times-
the best the team has ever had in one season.
But the boys’ team is not stopping there; they
are hoping to get seven boys under twenty
minutes at the Conference Champs meet on
10/31/09.

Al though each year  many team
members leave and go onto bigger and better
things, the cross country team never loses
its warm and friendly welcome. I always
know that I have people to turn to when things
get tough.

To know that you have someone on
the team willing to help you achieve your
goals and that they will achieve them with
you is the best feeling in the world. 

FIRST PERSON

Swimmers compete in honor of coach

Boys make it to semi-finals
By Taylor Fischer and Lexi Garay

Having more wins than losses, the
Jericho High School boys’ varsity soccer
team is 5-4-4. Originally anticipating that
there would be a rocky start, the team has
proven success on the field. Since three
out of four starters graduated last year,
Coach Wuest expected there would be
defensive problems.

The team has proven everyone
wrong, as they continued to win and made
it to playoffs. Friday, October 30th spirit
surrounded the hallways of Jericho as
students and players prepared for the
intense game. Students with periods 10th

and 11th free went out to the field to support
the team.

In the first round against Bethpage,
Jericho came out with a victory. Ending the
game with a win, the team moved on to the
next round. With a score of 2-1, senior Adam
Seiden and junior Sahir Raoof scored to bring
their team to yet another victory.

The soccer team played in the Nassau
County quar ter- f ina ls  on Wednesday,
November 4th at 2pm. At their home field,
Jericho beat Mineola 3-0. Jericho then
proceeded on to the semi-finals where they
played Garden City but lost 1-2.

Do you have an opin ion
about a team or a sport?
We’d l ike to hear your
ideas.

Send your sports stories to
Jerecho@gmail.com
and remember to include
your name in the email.
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By Jarret Leist
What is the one word that comes to

your mind when you describe the Mets’ 2009
season? INJURIES.
            There is no doubt that injuries had a
major part in determining the Mets’ fate in
2009 with the losses of Jose Reyes, Carlos
Delgado, Johan Santana, and David Wright.
With a team full of all-stars, only one star on
the Mets was able to play the full season
without getting hurt. That was the Mets’
closer Francisco Rodriguez.

However, injuries can’t be an excuse
for the Mets’ failures this season.
           Once Carlos Beltran went down with
a knee injury that kept him out for the majority
of the season, the Mets’ hopes of making the

playoffs in their first season at Citi Field
seemed all but gone. After that injury, the
team seemed lifeless down the stretch and
seemingly gave up.

The underachieving Mets finished the
year with an ugly 70-92 record finishing in
fourth place in the NL East. There is no doubt
that major changes need to be made to fix
this mess.

First, the Mets need to figure out who
will be their first baseman in 2010. They will
have a difficult time contending next season
with Daniel Murphy at first base. There is a
chance i f  the Mets br ing back Car los
Delgado, but he is long in the tooth and very
injury prone.

Meet the mess: season of all pain, no gain

By Seth Kornfeld
A long and arduous 2009 season

culminated in a World Series victory for the
New York Yankees.  It was their 27th world
championship in their illustrious history, the
first since 2000. The Series ended with
Mariano Rivera sealing the deal as they took
the 2009 World Series four games to two.

Hidek i  Matsu i ,  the Yankees ’
designated hitter, was awarded World Series
Most Valuable Player.  In the series, Matsui
had an astonishing .615 batting average,
blasting three home runs and driving in eight
runs.

In  h is  magica l  f ina l  game
performance, Matsui smacked a home run
and six RBI’s.  All three of Matsui’s World
Series home runs came against infamous
Yankee foe Pedro Martinez.

Alex Rodr iguez ’s  unforget tab le
postseason was can serve as a microcosm
for his year of redemption. He started off
the year as rough as possible, missing a month
due to hip surgery and apologizing for his past
steroid use. However, Rodriguez rejoined the
team in May and has been all business ever
since.

Rodriguez’s heroics came against
three of basebal l ’s el i te c losers,  Br ian
Fuentes, Joe Nathan, and Brad Lidge. Time

after time through each series, A-Rod came
through in the clutch, keeping the Yankees
on the winning side and often carrying the
offense.

Andy was certainly dandy in game six
of the World Series for the Yankees, once
again hurling 5 and 2/3 innings, giving up three
runs on six hits. Pettitte continued his clutch
playoff  career with yet another ser ies-
clinching victory.  This type of performance
on the b iggest  s tage has become
commonplace for him. Now extending his
record count to seventeen, he has the most
postseason wins ever.

Another quiet person who made his
presence felt in the World Series was Johnny
Damon, the Yankees’ left fielder.  He might

THEEEEEE  YANKEES WIN!!!

have made the most memorable play in World
Series history when he stole two bases in
game 4 against Brad Lidge.  His heads-up
base running along with pure speed set up
A-Rod who laced a double down the left field
line, giving the Yankees the victory in game
four.

The core four, Derek Jeter, Jorge
Posada, Andy Pettitte and Mariano Rivera,
struck yet again. Combined, these players
have won 20 World Series championships and
have been key contributors to the Yankees
since 1996.

Despite the challenges that lie ahead
in the off-season, they are poised to make
another  run at  the i r  28th Wor ld  Ser ies
Championship.
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With no legitimate rotation behind ace
Johan Santana, it is vital that the Mets add
some pitching depth. John Lackey would be
an excellent fit to complement Santana in the
Mets rotation.

Finally, the Mets could use a starting
catcher. Bengie Molina would be a good
option and could definitely handle the pitching
staff on a consistent basis.

Things won’t get easier for the Mets
as they share a division with the pennant
winning Phillies. There is no question major
changes need to be made this off-season to
make the Mets a contender in the National
League once again.

For seniors, a bittersweet end
By Jon Davis

I t  was not just any old Saturday
afternoon game; it was senior day. Saturday,
October 17 marked the final home game for
the Jericho Jayhawk football team.

Every underclassman on the team
made his way for the senior squad, as they
prepared to take the field for the last time
ever in their high school careers.

It was a poignant scene watching
these players put in a firm effort in the mud
of the field.

Unfortunately, the Wantagh Warriors de-
feated the Jayhawks, but the seniors still
showed great integrity, with touchdowns from
seniors Joe Chamish and Barrington Mitchell.
Following the final whistle, leaving the field
for the last time was almost surreal for the
high school football veterans.

Senior linebacker Sam Kim stated,
“It’ s definitely a bittersweet feeling for us
all. We’ve had some great memories on that
field but now our time there is done.”

“I know all of the seniors very closely
and I’m aware of how much they would love
to stay with Jericho football,” said wide-re-
ceiver and quarterback Dan Alon, “but now
they’re on to bigger and better things.”

Though these players may not be
heading straight for the NFL, they can still
look back on their years with Jericho foot-
ball and say, “Hey, at least now I can catch
a football correctly.”
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